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“Young people are the climate fighters our world needs.
We need their voice.
We need their action. 
We need their ideas”

-ANTÓNIO GUTERRES



Understanding
Negotiations and
Experiences at
COP 
This toolkit aims to provide youth with a comprehensive
understanding of the negotiation processes at the Conference of
the Parties (COP) under the UNFCCC. Participants will learn about
the structure and functioning of COP meetings, the roles of various
zones and events, and experiences from delegates. 

Structure of COP Meetings

2. Zones at COP

Annual Meetings: COP meetings are held annually and attended by
countries that are Parties to the UNFCCC.
Purpose: These meetings serve as a platform for Parties to review the
Convention's implementation and negotiate new commitments.
Participants: Government delegates, civil society, intergovernmental
organizations, NGOs, and the media.

1. Negotiation Process at COP

Blue Zone:
 Managed by the UN.
 Hosts official negotiations and meetings.
 Access is restricted to registered delegates.

Negotiations: Parties negotiate agreements and protocols to address climate
change.
Reporting: Countries report on their climate actions and progress.
Review: The progress of various climate initiatives and commitments is
reviewed.

Key Activities

https://unfccc.int/process/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties-convention-and-observer-states


Parties:
 Countries that have ratified the UNFCCC.
 Involved in negotiations.

Green Zone:
Open to the public.
Hosts events, exhibitions, and activities by civil society, businesses, and other
stakeholders.
Fosters dialogue and showcases climate action initiatives.

Side Events and Exhibits:
Occur in both Blue and Green Zones.
Provide platforms for sharing research, discussing strategies, and
networking.
Essential for knowledge exchange and fostering partnerships.

2. Role of Different Actors

Blue Zone and Green zone @COP 28, UAE  

The UNFCCC badging system 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Observer%20handbook%20for%20COP27.pdf
https://images.app.goo.gl/Aa5zFwVHb98tRjrZ8


Observers:
 Include NGOs, IGOs, and other stakeholders.
 Contribute to transparency and inclusiveness of the process.

COP Presidency
Facilitates negotiations.
Ensures procedural rules are followed.
Works with delegates to reach a consensus on critical issues.
The Republic of Azerbaijan will be the COP 29 Presidency (2024)

UNFCCC Secretariat
Organizes and manages COP meetings.
Ensures logistical and administrative arrangements support negotiations.

COP 29 Baku, Azerbaijan
UN Climate Change

Negotiating sessions
UN Climate Change

Further Readings for Section 

COP29 Presidency Team

https://climatepromise.undp.org/news-and-stories/what-climate-change-mitigation-and-why-it-urgent
https://cop29.az/en
https://unfccc.int/topics/introduction-to-mitigation
https://unfccc.int/about-us/unfccc-archives/the-unfccc-archival-exhibition/the-global-negotiation-process
https://cop29.az/en
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/message_to_parties_and_observers_cop_29_president_designate.pdf
https://cop29.az/en
https://climatepromise.undp.org/news-and-stories/what-climate-change-mitigation-and-why-it-urgent
https://unfccc.int/ttclear/negotiations/sessions.html
https://unfccc.int/topics/introduction-to-mitigation
https://unfccc.int/topics/introduction-to-mitigation


Further Readings for Section 5
The Global
Negotiation Process
UN Climate Change

Insights from delegates about their experiences, challenges, and achievements
during COP28. This section will feature testimonials and case studies to provide a
personal perspective on the negotiations and activities

This session will provide a robust foundation for youth to actively participate in and
influence the COP process, ensuring their voices contribute to global climate
governance.

3. Experiences from Delegates: 

For more detailed information, you can refer to the
UNFCCC's official resources on The Global Negotiation

Process

https://unfccc.int/topics/climate-finance/the-big-picture/climate-finance-in-the-negotiations
https://unfccc.int/topics/climate-finance/the-big-picture/climate-finance-in-the-negotiations
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Introduction%20to%20YOUNGO.pdf
https://unfccc.int/about-us/unfccc-archives/the-unfccc-archival-exhibition/the-global-negotiation-process
https://unfccc.int/about-us/unfccc-archives/the-unfccc-archival-exhibition/the-global-negotiation-process
https://unfccc.int/topics/climate-finance/the-big-picture/climate-finance-in-the-negotiations
https://unfccc.int/about-us/unfccc-archives/the-unfccc-archival-exhibition/the-global-negotiation-process
https://unfccc.int/about-us/unfccc-archives/the-unfccc-archival-exhibition/the-global-negotiation-process

